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£25m

Years operating

17 19m

Number of visitors

£2.1bn

Economic impact

22ha

Site area

400
Full-time jobs Annual Revenue

Socio-economic impacts



28/03/2018

11

The National Forest: Perhaps the most successful 

quarry restoration in the UK was on 200sqm (500 

sqkm) of coal mining landscape over 25 years. 

www.nationalforest.org
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Yan’an, Shaanxi Province, 

China
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TECMINE field trip to Riodeva
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The three broad areas I’d like to talk 

about in response to the field trip…

• Restoration practices

• Botanical 

• Socio-cultural & economic

Restoration;

Landform and Hydrological
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GeoFluv – queries.

I’m very impressed by GeoFluv, it seems to be a 
very elegant solution. My main queries regard 
the complexity of the introduced system to an 
already complex site:

• If one channel fails, does the whole system 
fail? 

• Who is, or who will be, responsible for the 
maintenance of the channel network after the 
TECMINE LIFE project finishes?
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Poplulus and Phragmites pond. Natural or man-

made buffer; replicable on a larger scale?

Botanical
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Botanical and horticultural comments 

and queries

Very impressed with the species composition and nursery 
protocols. I have a few questions.

• No mention of working with the processes of 
succession? Assisted or passive?

• No mention of local mine waste specialist 
plants/bryophytes? Are there any locally? 

• Ambitious planting trees in bare ground on poor soils. 

• Only 3 initial seed species.

• Has hydro-seeding slopes with other hardy leguminous 
species (Trifolium for example) been investigated, 
before sowing seeds or planting seedlings of target 
species? As a short term measure to add nutrients and 
to stabilise slopes. Has this been tried locally? 
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Socio-cultural; changing perceptions of 

mining

GETTING THE STORY RIGHT…
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TECMINE Objectives

Objective 1: To disseminate mine restoration best 

practices and transfer knowledge at national and 

international level 

Objective 2: To change public opinion on negative 

aspects of mining activity and to ensure the 

implication of general public in the project life-

cycle through participation actions. This, in turn, 

has a multiplying effect to raise more audience

Objective 3: To raise awareness in academic 

communities by education activities and providing 

teaching material  

Of primary importance to me is the fostering the 
relationship with the local community. This generates: 

• ‘pride’ in the local area (as per Eden and National 
Forest), 

• often through the relationship between landscape and 
cultural identity

• can promote socio-economic development (by 
preventing people leaving for the cities, for example), 
and 

• encourages community-led interventions in the 
landscape. Bottom up. 
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August? Community engagement opportunities

Re-branding:

How do we re-shape people’s negative 

perspectives of mining?

Top Down vs Bottom Up interventions. 
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Changing perceptions
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Recreation
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www.claytrails.co.uk
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Positive news stories
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Ask the 

community
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Legacy/research projects?

• Experimental (student) plots

• Educational partnerships; MSc programmes etc

• Long-term community inclusion and engagement

• Employ local people

• Collaborate with local community to develop the 

narrative of TECMINE. Who, or what, is the 

restoration for? Is it for ecosystem services? Or is it 

for the people who live nearby? Or are they the 

same thing? 
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Story-telling: What would happen if TECMINE did nothing?

Thank you… 




